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The Content of the Manual:

This manual consists of three booklets:

The First Booklet (First Component) contains the conceptual
framework, which includes the definitions of disabilities and a number
of international conventions and agreements related to the rights of
children with disabilities to get equal opportunities with their normal
peers, as well as their right of inclusion in education and society
through using assistive technology. This booklet also reviews a wide
range of international experiences from different parts of the world in
the fields of using assistive technology for the inclusion of children

with disabilities in educations and society.

The Second Booklet (Second Component) tackles various disabilities,
namely autism, Irlen syndrome, hearing impairments and learning
difficulties. It reviews each disability in terms of its definition and the

available assistive technology.
The Third Booklet (Third Component) reviews the other types of

disabilities, including, motor, hearing, visual and mental disabilities in

terms of its definitions and the available assistive technology.
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Raising awareness of the international conventions and charters in the
fields of human rights and the rights of the persons with disabilities
that stress the obligation of providing them with the necessary means
to enable them to live normal life like their normal peers through using

assistive technology.

The above-mentioned goals and objectives, which are the main basics of

this guiding manual, are accompanied with a systematic methodology to

organize and arrange its content and materials, according to a number of

considerations and directed hypotheses:

The manual is divided into three components, each component has it
main theme that is related to the other components. Therefore, the
manual, eventually, formulates a coherent pattern of correlated units
despite the fact that each unit is independent in its subject, style and
research methodology.

The manual tackles general topics such as the conceptual framework
and international and Arab experiences in promoting persons with
disabilities through using assistive technology in order to achieve their
inclusion in education and society. Then the manual moves to tackle
each type of disability in terms of its definition, the used assistive
technology according to its degree (low, medium or high).
Providing a comprehensive background on the history of the pursuit
of rights and the exerted international efforts (international and Arab
conventions) regarding promoting children with disabilities and

facilitating their using of assistive technology.

- Presenting a number of important models and various special experiences

in the field of using assistive technologies to support children with
disabilities and their inclusion in education and society.

Providing a rich and comprehensive knowledge on each disability
regarding its definition and the used assistive technology to support
its injured persons in the process of their inclusion in education and

society.
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Summary of the Guiding Manual

Pillars:

Achieving the objectives of this guiding manual has required drafting it

according to a number of main basics and pillars, including the following:

Believing in the two dimensions of welfare and rights to promote the
need to use assistive technology in supporting children with disabilities
and their inclusion in education and life.

Launching an open culture and social thought that believe in the rights
of children with disabilities to a decent life in which they enjoy equal
status with normal peers regarding opportunities, rights and duties.

Seeking to create a social environment and cultural context that support
children with disabilities, do not underestimate their potentials of active
participation in education and all fields of life and do not prevent them
from the tools (assistive technology), which facilitate their inclusion in
the activities of life and education.

Striving to develop the capacities of children with different disabilities
in order to support them, ensure a decent life for them worthy of their
humanity and invest their energies so as not to have wasted energies
in society.

Recognizing the importance of educating the concerned persons (parents,
relatives, teachers, trainers, media professionals, academic researchers
in the field of disability and peer groups) about the importance and
necessity of using assistive technology in the inclusion of children with
disabilities in education and life.

Recognizing the need to enlighten civil society on the importance of
consolidating the efforts of governmental and non-governmental
sectors, in order to promote children with disabilities through providing
them with assistive technology to achieve their inclusion in education

and society.
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Introduction

Stemming from the objectives of the Arab Council for Childhood &
Development (ACCD), under the chairmanship of HRH Prince Talal Bin
Abdel Aziz, to raise the Arab public awareness of childhood issues and
its related matters, as well as implementing distinguished and pioneer
projects to develop the Arab child, ACCD adopts a project on the assistive
technology to support the inclusion of children with disabilities in education

and society.

Assistive technologies for people with disabilities are the means of
modern technology that support people with disabilities to do the works
of daily life and improve their abilities to learn. Assistive technologies are
considered to be a new stage of tools and devices innovated by the human
being aiming at overcoming and adapting disability according to its type
and severity. These tools have witnessed a great breakthrough in the era
of industrial and technological revolutions, as well as the advances of the

past decades in the field of education and communication.

People with hearing, visual, mental and motor disabilities and autism
spectrum disorders are able to eliminate their disabilities, mitigate their
negative effects, directly connect to society, integrate into it and participate
in its activities. In general, people with disabilities are able to perform
all the works like the others (reading, writing, drawing, translation,
communication with the world and obtaining the needed information)

through using this advanced technology.

In the context of our initiative to develop this guiding manual for the
assistive technology to support the inclusion of children with disabilities
in education and society, we emphasize that this work embodies a joint
Arab action, in thought and finance. The content and knowledge of this

manual are formulated as a result of the integration of thoughts and
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member states in the fields of education, culture, science and communication.
ISESCO's members are 52 countries, and its work languages are three: Arabic,
English and French. www.isesco.org

Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development

Kuwait Fund is the first institution in the Middle East that took an active role
in the international development efforts. The Kuwait Fund extends loans on
concessionary term to finance development projects in the developing countries.
The Fund also provides technical assistance to finance the costs of the feasibility
studies of projects, as well as the training of nationals of the borrowing countries.
In addition, the Fund subscribes in the capital of international and regional
development institutions. Today, the Kuwait Fund forms a solid bridge of
friendship between the state of Kuwait and the developing nations.

www.kuwait-fund.org

Arab Open University (AOU)

The Arab Open University (AOU) is a sustainable development and educational
non-profit project. It was founded by HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdul-Aziz,
Chairman of the AOU Board of Trustees. In September 2000, AOU was officially
declared in the meeting of Arab Ministers of Higher Education where five Arab
countries offered to host the headquarters of AOU. Among them was Kuwait that
was chosen to be the headquarters of AOU in December 2000. Today AOU has
eight branches in Kuwait, Lebanon, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Bahrain, Oman
and Sudan.

www.arabou.edu.kw



Partners

Arab Council for Childhood and Development (ACCD)

ACCD is an Arab regional non-governmental organization working in the field of
childhood development. ACCD was founded in 1987 upon the initiative of HRH
Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz, ACCD's President, and a resolution issued by the
League of Arab States.

www.arabced.org

Arab Gulf Programme for Development (AGFUND)

AGFUND is a regional organization that was established in 1980 upon the
initiative of HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz, AGFUND:>s President, with the
support of leaders of the Gulf Cooperation Council Countries. AGFUND works
mainly in the field of development and growth at the international level.

www.agfund.org

League of Arab States - Social Affairs Sector —- Women, Family and Childhood
Department

Women, Family and Childhood Department was established by the resolutions of
the Council of Arab Social Affairs Ministers. The Department is divided into
three sections: women, family and childhood, where their functions are integrated
in addressing issues related to women, family and childhood.

www.lasportal.org

Arab Scout Organization:

The Arab Scout Organization works in its headquarters in Egypt since 1954, its
scope of work extends to Arab countries that are members in the League of Arab
States. The Arab Scout Organization is an observer member in the Economic and
Social Council of the League of the Arab States.

www.scout.org/arab

Islamic Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO)
ISESCO is a specialized international Islamic organization that was established in
the context of the Islamic Cooperation Organization, with the aim of promoting the

joint Islamic work, as well as encouraging and strengthening cooperation among
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«Greetings and appreciation to our loved children in
every place of our Arab world. We have great hopes in
you, and life will prosper by you, as well as the future

will be better».

Talal Bin Abdul Aziz
The President of ACCD



The Arab Council for Childhood and Development (ACCD) is an
Arab regional non-governmental organization working in the field
of childhood development. ACCD was founded in 1987 upon the
initiative of HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz, ACCD's President,

and a resolution issued by the League of Arab States.
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